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WASA Community Recognition Awards 

Bainbridge Island School District Nomination 

April 2016 

 

Name of Group Nominated: Bainbridge Island Museum of Art (BIMA) 

Superintendent: Faith Chapel 

Description to include in program: In June 2013, Bainbridge Island Museum of Art (BIMA) opened 

with a mission to engage a diverse population with the art of our region and time. Education is a core 

value and a primary goal of the museum. Thousands of Bainbridge Island School District students have 

made treasured discoveries at and through BIMA.  

Nomination: The Bainbridge Island School District (BISD) has both a unique and remarkable 

partnership with the Bainbridge Island Museum of Art. From the time they opened, BIMA has 

provided arts education opportunities for students, teachers and school art docents.  

Education has always been at the center of the BIMA’s mission. The museum provides exhibition 

opportunities to under-represented artists and craftspeople from the Puget Sound Region and beyond, 

and makes their work accessible to students and educators. Offering free admission seven days a week 

is part of this plan.  

The following examples demonstrate the appealingly deep and expanded benefits our students and 

staff receive from BIMA:  

 Art in Action! offers hands-on art making for children of all ages who visit the museum. 

Structured around all school breaks, the schedule permits a maximum number of students to 

discover art activities spontaneously or by design. A creative space activated in the museum’s 

galleries or classroom offers artist-guided, make-and-take projects. Art in Action! helps students 

understand and connect with art exhibits. 

 Art After Dark: High School Arts Extravaganza -The Kitsap Regional Library partnered with 

BIMA to support teen-initiated planning sessions and host a first-ever after-hours event exclusively 

for high school students. Art projects included bookbinding, custom-drawn temporary tattoos, 

poetry writing, digital arts, sculptural book installation, and collaborative drawing. Fifty-five 

students and twenty chaperones attended the pilot program. The museum’s Teen Advisory Board 

was responsible for planning this event, which was publicized by students via social media and 

student-led poster campaigns. 
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 High School Docents, Volunteers and Other Student Support activities provide opportunities 

for high school students.  Serving as docents or in other volunteer positions, high school students 

can earn community service hours required in 9
th

 grade health classes or by the National Honor 

Society. Students may also volunteer for the museum’s Family Art Day. High school students 

attend all Eye on Artist Lectures and the smARTfilms series for free. They receive some class 

credits for participating in these community-supported education programs. The museum works 

directly with high school teachers to tailor their offerings to best support in-class learning 

objectives. 

 Art Partners brought all of BISD’s 4
th

 grade students and two multi-age classes (approximately 

275 students) together for a group art project culminating in the creation of a large-scale 

installation in the Orientation Gallery. (See slide #4 in the accompanying PowerPoint.)  

 Dia de los Muertos partnered teachers in art and Spanish language classes in our high school and 

middle schools, and those in our elementary school Spanish Immersion classes with community 

members and museum staff. An ofrenda was created to celebrate the lives of those who have 

passed. A day-long celebration with food, music and traditional art forms (face painting, papel 

picado/cut paper, and tissue paper flowers) welcomed visitors from all backgrounds to participate 

in this non-denominational program. Over 500 attendees celebrated. 

 Art Docents from both the school district and museum receive training in Visual Thinking 

Strategies two to three times each year in the museum. This remarkable VTS framework helps 

docents develop questioning strategies that assist K-6 students to comment honestly, provide 

evidence, and look deeper. This increases their observation and critical thinking skills, and their 

basis of art appreciation. Secondary teachers often attend and implement learned strategies. 

 After School Art Club is designed to expand art education opportunities for 5
th

 through 8
th

 grade 

students on our weekly, early-dismissal days.  

 Field Trips brought over 500 second grade students from a neighboring school district to the 

museum from January to June 2015. This pilot field trip program, ArtsGrowth, was supported in 

part by a First Step Grant from ArtsWA. 

Our partnership extends further:  

 BIMA’s Education Director is a member of the Bainbridge High School (BHS) Ceramics Career 

and Technical Education (CTE) Advisory Board. She also has been a visiting artist and lecturer in 

2
nd

, 4
th

, 9
th

 and 10
th

 grade art, English and Social Studies classes.  

 The museum has hosted visits from many different school groups, including the 4
th

 grade Reading 

Club from Blakely Elementary School and the Photography Honors Class from BHS.  

 BIMA provides a juror at the high school’s Spring Arts Festival and delivers a merit award.  

 Teachers from our Commodore Options School hold their pre-academic year retreat at BIMA, 

utilizing the classroom and galleries.  

 The BHS Jazz Band used the BIMA Auditorium, free of charge, as a performance venue.  

The museum tracks measurable outcomes in visual literacy and other areas they define. However, 

another result is the cultivation of stewardship and ownership by students, as they comment on “their” 

museum and return as volunteers and program attendees. BIMA is figuratively a cultural “livingroom” 

for students and the community. 
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Recognition from other organizations and the media include:  

 2014: Top 10 Small Town Museums – Travel + Leisure 

 2014: Top 10 Small Town Museums – CNN 

 2015 Best of Western Washington awards found BIMA as a nominee for Best Museum.  

 BIMA is a Blue Star Museum with the national appreciation program representing collaboration 

among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, the Department of Defense, and 

approximately 2,000 museums across America.  

We are delighted to recognize the Bainbridge Island Museum of Art as an outstanding partner in our 

district’s educational mission. They enhance the quality of life and the quality of learning in our island 

community. 

PowerPoint: Attached to email entry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


